Kof i

and the great big

goat

KofiAndGoat.indd 1

4/12/07 13:48:07

Koﬁ was in the yard. So was the goat.
He looked at the goat. The goat looked at him.
"He’s a big goat," said Koﬁ.
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Auntie was sitting in the yard. She looked at Koﬁ
looking at the goat.
"He’s as big as you," she said, "but when I was young
I lived a long way away at the top of a hill, and I had a
goat who was much bigger. He was a great big goat.
Your goat is smaller than my goat."
"No," said Koﬁ, "our goat is the biggest goat."
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Auntie smiled. "My goat had horns that were longer
than your arms," she said.
"So has our goat," said Koﬁ. "Look."
And he stretched out his arms, but the goat’s horns
were shorter than his arms.
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"My goat was taller than I am," said Auntie.
"So is our goat," said Koﬁ. "Look."
And he took her hand and made her stand next to
the goat, but it was much shorter than Auntie.

5

KofiAndGoat.indd 5

4/12/07 13:48:12

"My goat could jump higher than a house,"
laughed Auntie.
"So can our goat," said Koﬁ. "Look."
He pushed the goat and shouted, "Jump!"
It just went and stood under the bush, which
was much lower than the house.

6

KofiAndGoat.indd 6

4/12/07 13:48:13

"My goat was wider than a door," Auntie giggled.
"So is our goat," said Koﬁ. "Look."
And he took the goat and led it to the door, but it
walked straight through. It was much too thin.
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"My goat was braver than a lion," said Auntie.
"So is our goat," said Koﬁ. "Look."
And he roared at the goat, but it ran away and hid
behind Auntie.
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Koﬁ looked at the goat, and he looked at Auntie.
His goat was big but Auntie’s goat was bigger, taller
and wider. It could jump higher and its horns were
longer. It really was a great big, brave goat.
Auntie looked very pleased, and she smiled a
secret smile.

When Koﬁ went to bed he dreamt of visiting the
great big goat sitting on his hill a long way away,
but he didn’t know how to get there. He’d have to
ask Auntie in the morning.
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Other things you can do
Fun with opposites
• What did you like about the story? Read it to your young
friend. Ask her to tell the story back to you in her own
words.
• Take an ‘opposites’ walk with your friend. Can you ﬁnd a
tall tree and a short tree? A big rock and a little rock? A
long path and a short path? What other opposites can
you ﬁnd?
• Cut out paper strips. Some should be wide and some
narrow. Can your friend arrange them from wide to
narrow?
• Collect sticks. Can he arrange them from the longest to
the shortest? Try this game again using stones.
Can he line then up from the heaviest to the lightest?
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• Make up a story. Start a different story to tell your
friend like this: "Before I went to school, I used to …"
Use words like: shorter and taller; lower and higher;
wider and narrower as you say what happened. End
your story half-way through. Let your friend make up
the rest of the story. Ask these questions to help her:
"What happens next?" and, "How does the story end?"
• Make a book of opposites. Think of as many as you
can. Help your young friend draw pictures of things
that are: up and down; big and little; over and under;
tall and short; fat and thin. Let her watch as you write
the words under each picture.
Share what happened.
Bring your book to school. Read it to your friends.
What other opposites can you think of together?
Add them to your book.
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