Sami’s building
and
counting school
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It is holiday time.
“Let’s have a school for small children,” says Sami to
Maya. So, after they have ﬁnished their work at home,
they call Koﬁ who is two years old, Koﬁ’s friend Amon
who is nearly three years old, Tina who is three, but
nearly four years old, and another girl called Haba.
She is just four years old. Dani who is one year old sits
down with Tina.

Sami says, “Dani and Koﬁ are too young.”
Maya says, “No, I am sure Koﬁ can learn some numbers
and Dani likes to sit with the other children. He’ll hear us
talking. Perhaps he will learn some new words.”
“Bye bye,” shouts Dani, but he stays sitting next to Tina.
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Sami says, “Good morning, children!”
They answer together, “Good morning, Sami!” except
for Dani who shouts, “Bye bye,” again.
Tina gives him a hug.
Maya asks, “Who can count?”
“I can,” says Haba: “One, two, ﬁve, seven, eight, ten.”
'That’s good, Haba, but some numbers are missing,"
says Maya.

“I know,” says Tina. “One, two, three, four, ﬁve.
Sami and I have been counting things every day.”
“Bye bye,” says Dani softly. He is falling asleep.
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Maya says, “Let’s learn one, two, three, four and ﬁve.”
Maya and Sami get some card the shopkeeper has
given them. It is from an old box.

They cut ﬁve shapes like this:
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They fold them to make ﬁve cubes:

Maya gives one cube to Koﬁ,
one cube to Amon,
one cube to Haba,
and two cubes to Tina,
because Dani is now asleep on her lap.
They all count: “ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR, FIVE.”
They all sing:
“One, two, three, four, ﬁve,
Once I caught a ﬁsh alive.”
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Haba and Tina then help Koﬁ and Amon put the cubes
in a row:

Amon can also do this but Koﬁ needs help. Tina helps him.
She loves Koﬁ because he always sings to her. Dani wakes
up and says, “Wurrr.” “He’s saying one,” says Koﬁ.
Sami has a pile of bottle caps. He points to the cube with the
number ‘3’ on it. He says, “Let’s put three bottle caps in front
of this cube.” We do. “How about this one, now?” asks Sami.
He points to the cube with the number ‘2’ on it. We put two
bottle caps in front of it. We do this for each number. Maya
puts the cubes in a different order.
“Try this,” she says. We start all over again. It is fun.
We are learning all about numbers.
Sami’s father has a friend who is a carpenter. He gives the
children some pieces of wood he cannot use. He makes
them smooth. He is a very kind man. The children build,
build, and build. They love it.
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At the end of the holidays the children have made many
cubes with more numbers on them.
They use them to make:

Arches

Pyramids

Towers

Walls
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By the end of the holidays all the children can build with
their cubes.
Koﬁ makes a wall.
Amon makes a tower (but Dani knocks it down).
Tina and Haba make many things.
Tina asks the carpenter, “Please, please give us more
cubes. We want to make a house.”
“HOUSE, HOUSE!” shouts Dani. This is his new word.
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They can count better. Koﬁ can count to three. Amon
can count to ﬁve. Tina and Haba can both count to ten.
Tina holds a cube. She tries and tries to teach Dani to
say, “One.” At last Dani says, “One. One. One.”…
But he points to Tina.

All the children shout, “Thank you Maya, thank you
Sami. We all love our very good teachers.”
Dani shouts, “BYE BYE!”
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Other things you can do
More building and counting games
• Draw ﬁve boxes in the sand, or on paper. Then draw
a different number of shapes, from one to ﬁve, inside
each box. You might draw: one circle in a box, two
ﬂowers in another box, three stars in the third box, four
triangles in the next box, and ﬁve leaves in the last
box. Or you can draw different shapes. Help your little
brother count the pictures in each box. Can he place
that number of bottle caps on the box? If he needs
help, tell him to put one bottle cap on each picture.
How many caps are there? Is the number of pictures
the same or different?
• Make shape puzzles. Draw a shape on paper. Cut it
into three pieces. Count the pieces with your little sister.
Can she put the pieces together to make the shape
again? Make another puzzle. Draw a new shape.
Cut it into four pieces. Count the pieces with little sister.
Can she put this puzzle together? Try it again. Draw a
shape. Cut it into ﬁve pieces. Can she count them?
Can she put them together to make the shape?
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• Do you have blocks like Sami’s? Count ﬁve blocks
with a young friend. Then make something together
using the ﬁve blocks. What can you make with ten
blocks? Help your friend count the blocks one by one.
Let her touch each block as she counts.
Have fun building together!
Share what happened.
Take your puzzles to school. Share them with your teacher
and your friends. Do you want to make another puzzle
together? How many pieces do you need?
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