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Storybook 1

Edward Gets Bullied
For use with Topic 2 – Identity, Session 2 – What Do We Believe In?

Edward and his friends Peter and Mariatu came out of school together,
happy to be going home. But the boys were there again, waiting for
him. It had started a week ago. ‘You’re so stupid,’ they shouted at him.
‘You can’t even do the easy sums in maths!’ Edward stayed close to his
friend, but suddenly the boys rushed towards him, pushing him on to the
ground. It had been raining earlier that day and the ground was muddy.
Edward’s school uniform was now very dirty. The boys laughed when
they saw Edward fall into the mud, then ran away.
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‘Don’t worry, Edward,’ said Mariatu. ‘You’re not stupid. They are the stupid ones because they’re mean and unkind. Just forget about them. Let’s
go home. We can play football – that will cheer you up!’ Mariatu helped
Edward to his feet and picked up his schoolbooks for him. Mariatu was
always so kind and helpful, and Edward felt very glad that she was his
friend.

Edward’s friend Peter, meanwhile, looked very angry. He ran into the
grass by the side of the road and looked around on the ground. ‘What
are you doing, Peter?’ asked Mariatu. ‘What are you looking for?’ Peter
turned to face Mariatu and Edward. ‘I’m looking for a big stick,’ he said.
‘And when I find one, I’m going to go after those boys and I’m going to
hit them with it for what they did to Edward.’
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‘Don’t be silly, Peter,’ said Mariatu. ‘It’s not good to fight. You could get
hurt.’
‘You’re only saying that because you’re a girl,’ said Peter. ‘Boys should
fight back. If we do not, everyone will think we’re weak.’
Edward didn’t say anything. His mother often told him not to fight, and
to be peaceful. She said that fighting only led to even more problems
than the one you started out with. But he was very upset with those boys.
It wasn’t fair that they could behave so badly and not be punished. He
wondered if the boys would still bully him if he was better at maths.

Questions

• How do you think Edward felt when he was pushed in the mud?
• Why was Peter angry?
• What do you think of what Peter and Mariatu said after Edward was
pushed in the mud?
• How are Peter and Mariatu different? Do they have different values?
• Do you think the boys would still bully Edward if he was better at
maths?
• What should Edward do now?
• What would you do?
• Has something similar ever happened to you or someone you know?
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Storybook 2

The Beautiful Blue Jacket
For use with Topic 4 – Conflict, Session 2 – What Causes Conflict?

Mohamed and Ishmael were brothers. Mohamed was 11, one year older
than Ishmael. They were always arguing. ‘Go and fetch water, Ishmael,’
said their mother one day. ‘Why can’t Mohamed do it?’ moaned Ishmael.
‘Don’t be so lazy. Mummy asked you, not me,’ said Mohamed. Mohamed
always felt that he helped his mother much more than Ishmael, and that
their mother still treated Ishmael as the baby of the family. At the same
time, Ishmael felt that Mohamed always made excuses not to help him
with his homework. ‘I’m too tired,’ he would say. Or, ‘I’m just going to
play football now. Why didn’t you ask me earlier?’
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One day, the boys’ aunt came to visit them. She lived at least 150 miles
away and did not come to the village often. She was very happy to see
them. ‘I have brought you a present,’ she said, and pulled out a very
smart-looking jacket to show them. ‘I wanted to buy you one each, but I
did not have enough money. Then I remembered that you are almost the
same size. You can share it!’

The jacket was dark blue with gold buttons and deep pockets. The boys
had never seen such a smart-looking jacket! Immediately, they began to
quarrel over who should wear it first. ‘I want to wear it on Saturday when
we go into town,’ said Ishmael. ‘Why should you wear it first?’ said Mohamed, holding up the jacket against himself and looking in the mirror.
‘You are younger and should show me respect. As your older brother, I
should wear the jacket first.’
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Ishmael was angry. He didn’t see why Mohamed should wear the jacket
first just because he was older. Anyway, he thought the jacket was too
small for Mohamed. In fact, he thought Mohamed looked a bit foolish
wearing it. The sleeves were too short!

‘Give me the jacket,’ demanded Ishmael. ‘No!’ shouted Mohamed. Ishmael reached over and grabbed the jacket by the arm; Mohamed tried to
pull it back. But Ishmael was stronger than he looked. Both boys pulled
as hard as they could until – ‘RIP!’ They heard an awful noise. It was the
sound of the jacket tearing. Mohamed looked down and saw that the
sleeve had been torn off. Now nobody would be wearing the jacket to
town on Saturday.
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‘You stupid boy! What will our mother say?’ shouted Mohamed.

He was so angry that he thumped Ishmael. Ishmael started to cry. Even
though they often fought, his brother had never hit him before.
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Questions

• What was the brothers’ relationship like?
• What caused the conflict?
• Which brother is right? Who do you think should have worn the
jacket first?
• What do you think will happen next?
• How could they have prevented the jacket from being torn?
• What is your relationship like with your brother or sister?
• Do you know any siblings who fight like the two brothers in this story?
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